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of the population of Oude. Mr. Harrington then quotes from papers he himself contributed to The Pioneer in 1876, under the heading, "Oude Affairs":
"It has been calculated that about 60 per cent, of the entire native population ... are sunk in such abject poverty that unless the small earnings of child labour are added to the scanty stock by which "the family is kept alive, some members would starve/*
Whether the impression that the greater number of the people of India suffer from a daily insufficiency of food is true or untrue, he adds:
"My own belief, after a great deal of study of the closely connected questions of agricultural indebtedness, is that the impression is perfectly true as regards a varying but always considerable number throughout the greater part of India."
Mr. A. J. Lawrence, then Commissioner, Allahabad Division, who retired in 1891, reports:
"I believe there is very little between poorer classes of the people and semi-starvation, but where is the remedy?"
Of Shahjehanpur, another district of the United Provinces, it is stated : "The landless labourer's condition is by no means all that could be desired. The combined earnings of a man, his wife and two children cannot be put at more than Rs. 3 a month. [Less than a dollar of American money.] When prices of food-grains are low or moderate, work regular and the health of the household good, this income will enable the family to have one fairly good meal a day, to keep a thatched roof over their heads, to buy cheap clothing and occasionally a thin blanket. Cold and rain undoubtedly entail considerable suffering, as the people are insufficiently clothed, and cannot afford fires. A few twigs or dried sticks constitute the height of their ambition, and these, owing to the increased value and scarcity of wood, are more and more difficult for the poor man to obtain." (The italics are in the original,)
Mr. White, Collector of Banda, states:
"A large number of the lower classes clearly demonstrate by their physique, either that they are habitually starved, or have been exposed in early years to the severity of famines; if any young creature be starved while growing, no amount of subsequent fattening will make up for the injury sustained."
Mr. Rose, Collector of Ghazipur, says:
"Where the holding is of average size, and the tenant unenr cumbered with debt, when his rent is not excessive and there is an average outturn of produce; when in fact, conditions are favourable, the position of the agriculturist is, on the whole, fairly comfortable. But unfortunately, these conditions do not always exist*, As a rule, a very large proportion are in debt**
Of the Jhansi Division, Mr.. Ward, Commissioner, says: